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Girls Talk Back is a girls leadership and peacebuilding program created three years ago
by the partnership of the American Association of University Women - Honolulu Branch,
Women's Fund of Hawai'i (WFH), and Ceeds of Peace.  

Our partnership launched this effort after identifying gaps in our education system's
ability to develop underrepresented leaders, specifically women of color and even more
specifically Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian women.  According to WFH's 2017
report, The Status of Women in Hawai'i, 38% of Pacific Islander women and 14% of
Native Hawaiian women live in poverty—the highest among all ethnic groups here.
These data justify the urgency to focus more efforts on raising women leaders in our
communities to help break cycles of poverty, inequality, and injustice.

In our fourth year of Girls Talk Back, we served 19 young women, ranging from ages 14-
18. These young women joined us from two islands and 12 different schools. This year,
we ran two 4-week cohorts -- one virtual and one in-person.

Under the guidance and facilitation of our staff, our participants learned a variety of
peacebuilding, leadership, and self-empowerment skills and tools. They also explored
feminism, their identities and roles as women, and how they can lead their generation. 
 The development of these skills and tools culminated in each participant designing
and launching youth-led action plans to tackle community issues that matter to them.

Fourteen community mentors with varied areas of skills 
and expertise guided our participants through their 
action plans, which they pitched to a public audience 
at a program-ending community forum.

This program was offered completely free-of-charge 
to our participants.  In addition, each participant 
was granted a $100 stipend to launch her action plan.

S U M M A R Y



Each participant launched an action plan to tackle community issues important to
them.  The action plans were student-designed, student-implemented, and student-led.

G T B  2 0 2 1  A C T I O N  P L A N S

Fay
is creating a youth-led

advocacy group for
neurodivergent students.

Jolie
is exploring ways to

increase queer
representation in
childrenʻs media.

Ryley & Rachel
are educating and

providing resources to help
women experiencing

period poverty.

Grace
is educating and

advocating for gun reform.

Kaytlyn
is educating her

generation on mass
incarceration.

Arabelle
is creating an inclusive

space for mental wellness
in school.

Ashlynn & Rhianna
are educating our

community on pregnancy
discrimination

Kira
is educating Hawaiʻi

residents on the
complexities of affordable

housing.

Collette
is creating outdoor

learning spaces that
encourage students to live

sustainably.

Emma
is re-proposing HB2680 and

redefining mental health
terms in the bill.

Ava
is improving public school

education through a
student-led partnership

with Farrington.

Chloe & Mikayla
are working to end the

stigma around
menstruation and period

products.

Aria
is helping to improve the
quality of education for
students with autism.



Q U A N T I T A T I V E  O U T C O M E S

Our 19 students reported significant increases in
their sense of leadership, their engagement with
their communities through service, their
comfort in teaching their peers and others to
take community action, and having the skills
and tools to address the challenges of being a
woman.  The graphics below show their average
increase in these measures based on pre- and
post-surveys.



S T U D E N T  T E S T I M O N I A L S

I loved working with both the girls in
the program and the wonderful people

that we got to meet through this
program. It was so refreshing being able
to talk to well established professionals
and actually being taken seriously as a

member of the community, rather than
just being seen as a “teenage girl.”

 
 My favorite part was meeting

other girls with the same
interests as me and having

leaders that I could relate to.
Also, feeling like I am making a
difference in the community.

 

My favorite part was getting in touch
with wonderful mentors and being

able to make a change in society, no
matter how big or small.

 

My favorite part of Girls Talk back was
either meeting my mentors and working
with them on my project or meeting the
guest speakers and learning about the

challenges they face in the day to day life.
 

I really enjoyed getting
to know all the other
girls in the program

and being able to just
feel comfortable in a

safe space. 
 

Keri and Lauren made the
usually awkward

environment that zoom can
be and turned it into a fun,
hilarious group of friends

talking about serious issues
and working together. Big

shoutout to the both of
them!!

 

I really enjoyed the lesson about rejection
and I also really liked the sex education, I

thought that it was handled with maturity
and open-mindedness.  

 

The 2 hours of every
session felt like it went

by really fast and
everything was so chill
about it. It truly felt like
a fun summer activity
with no stress. Overall,

the gender-specific
space was nice to have

and everyone was
really nice :) 

 

My favorite part was having guest speakers talk to us
about a rage of topics that are currently being debated
in the Supreme Court, Congress, and across the world.



M E N T O R  T E S T I M O N I A L S

The Girls Talk Back program is such a rewarding experience, not only for the girls in
each cohort, but for the mentors as well! While assisting with their social justice

presentations, I was inspired by the girl’s tenacity, strategic thinking, and
commitment to continue their community contributions. This program provided a
conduit to establish their presence in our future and I look forward to the big things

that are ahead for each of the participants!
 

 
 

I'm so thankful to have been invited as a mentor to this amazing program. It has
been inspiring to witness first hand such a young motivated and driven individual.

Through the process of the program and meeting with Aria, I was able to easily
recognize a deep passion of what she is wanting to create and it filled my heart with

so much joy to see in such a young person wanting to make a difference for the
better by sharing more awareness and knowledge to our community about Autism.

 

This has been an incredibly rewarding experience for
me. Chloe and Mikayla’s passion for the issues of period

poverty and menstrual equity has reminded me just
how important our youth are in effectively promoting
change. Throughout our time together, I have been

continually impressed by their compassion for others,
their drive to execute a plan of their own design, and

their desire to make the world a better place. I consider
myself so fortunate to have met them, and I want them

to know that they have inspired me to look for more
ways that I can get involved in the community.

 

I've been blown away by Kaytlyn's depth of knowledge, problem solving skillset,
maturity, and commitment to peace and social justice. She was clear from the start
about her resolve to begin chipping away at mass incarceration in Hawaii and how
she could bring in community partners and her network of friends, teachers, and
connections to create an action plan that builds on the diversity of work already

happening in the state.
 


